Johnson City woman's murder charge upgraded to first degree
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JOHNSON CITY - A Johnson City woman originally charged with second-degree murder has been indicted on a first-degree murder charge.

Doris Whaley, 49, 283 Furnace Road, has been in the Washington County Detention Center since deputies responding to a 911 call during the early morning hours of Aug. 28 found Charles E. Campbell, 37, reportedly of the same address, with multiple stab wounds. 

Campbell was taken to Johnson City Medical Center, where he later died.

During Whaley's preliminary hearing Sept. 19, WCSO Investigator Chris Bevins testified the autopsy report stated there were 31 stab wounds to Campbell's body.

WCSO Lt. Keith Sexton testified he was the first officer on the scene at about 3:30 a.m., and Whaley was motioning for him to come inside. He said the door appeared to have been kicked in and that Campbell was lying on the floor "in obvious shock, rolling around, flailing his arms." 

Sexton said Whaley told him two different stories. First, Whaley told Sexton she had just arrived and found Campbell injured. She then told Sexton she was downstairs at the time of the incident. 

He said the woman had blood on the palms of her hands, on one arm and on her legs.

"She kept asking me if he was going to be OK, is he still alive," Sexton said. 

He said there had been an obvious struggle, that a bookcase as well as a planter had been turned over. 

Crystal Lynn Hensley, of Elizabethton, the mother of Campbell's two daughters, testified that she had spoken to Campbell between 3:30 and 4 a.m.

"Charles called me, and he was whispering. I could hear Doris in the background ranting and raving. ... He was hiding under the porch, and I could hear her cussing him and calling him names." 

Campbell was under a truck during his next conversation with Hensley.

"He said, ‘This (expletive) is crazy.' I heard her say ‘(expletive) you, Chuckey, you need to come out or you're dead...' He was begging me to come and get him. But I had no gas and a 4-year-old in bed." 

Whaley's son, Howard Shayne Paul, 29, also of 283 Furnace Road, is charged with second-degree murder in the incident. He remains in the WCDC in lieu of $100,000 bond.

Whaley remains behind bars on $135,000 bond. She is scheduled to appear in criminal court today.

